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Wetting of belly feathers for the purpose of carrying water 
either to youngones or to eggs have been reported for six 
families of waders, and Sandgrouse. Maclean (1975) has made 
an excellent review of the subject. 


Five species of Vanellus, excluding V. leucurus, are 
definitely known to wet belly feathers, Although Dresser 
(1902) mentions of V. leucurus the White-tailed Lapwing as 
resting on shores of lekes or in water Which reaches up to its 
belly during the hottest part of the day. he does not state 
whether these birds thus found were breeding. 


In mid summer on 23 July 1974 I shot a female White-tailed 
Lapwing near Kiteban. about 45 km east of Basrah. This bird 
was close to its nest containing a clutch of four eggs. Feathers 
of the belly, three-quarters of the distal Dortion, extending from 


present observation authenticates the belly wetting behaviour 
of White-tailed Lapwing. 


J. Walters of the Netherlands informs me of the wetting 
of belly feathers by Recurvirostra avosetta. I quote him: 
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Fig. 1. The female White-tailed Lapwing Vanellus leucurus 
shot near its nest with four eggs on 24 July 1974 from Kiteban, 
south Iraq. Note the soaked condition of ventral feathers in 


which the bird carries water to its eggs. 


“It was on July Ist, 1961, when I made my observation on 
wetting of the belly feathers in Recurvirostra avosetta. It was 
in the afternoon and, for the Dutch situation, extremely hot, 
though I have no exact temperature record. There was one 
clutch of four eggs, not far from hatching. Both parent birds 
were observed from a hide. They were little bit shy because 
of the hide, the female coming first to the clutch and showing 
several times wetting behaviour. The small shallow pool was 
only a few metres distant from the nest. The behaviour was 
not more than sit down in the water, perhaps, but not sure, the 
belly feathers were spread a little bit as in brooding, but anyhow 
much less pronounced. The water contained brownish iron- 
compounds, so that finally the belly feathers also got brownish. 
I did not get the impression that water of some importance was 
brought to the eggs. You know of course that ‘false brooding’ 
sometimes occurs as a result of conflicting situation (caused by 
placing a hide ‘displacement activity’). The presence of the 
hide could have stimulated a certain ‘pseudo-wetting- 
behaviour’.” I am of the view that the above observation by 
J. Walters is an adequate evidence for the belly wetting 


behaviour of the Avocet. 
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